Interview -with J.Wirt Willis in his office atbthe Allied. Kid 
Corp. , 'Wil., Del., beginning about 10 am 3/2$/Al. 

Has known Haas about 40 years. Was Bank employee in Germany. ' 
After becoming acquainted with Dr. Rohm 'they formed firm Rohm, 
and Haas . ■ • * 

During the first World War the alien custodian took over all 
the R&H business. The Tanner’s Council, a quasi-govt agency, 
said the company was essential to the national defense. Mr. Haas, 
wm had taken out first- papers but was not yet a full citizen, 
was treated as though he were a citizen. One employee of the 
plant, 'Bruno Schaffer,; who was "very much German"., after 
saying unpatriotic things-, was interned for the juration at. the 
Gloucester camp ( evidentally in N.J.) 

At the end of the war the US govt sold the 50^ Interest of Hohm. 
Haas came to Willis and told him that one of his employees had 
overheard the govt people say the company was -a very fine one, 
wi ( th good prospects, and he thought he ’.d 4 try and -buy some If . It. 
Haas thought it would be,, nice If Willis or his people bought in.. 
Willis got no place with his company so he made the proposition 
to the Amer. Hair arid Felt -Co., of which he was then Vice- 
president and a aminber of the ex. com. at a meeting In Chicago. 
After an authorized committee Inspected the R&H plants, etc., 
the board authorized. Then he and Wallin were authorized by the 
board to bid up to $40.0,000 for this half -interest in Wash at ' 
the sale. They got It for $350,000. The AH&F Co, was allowed to 
name the following directors of R&H:Van Arthur Wallin, J. Wirt 
Willis and H.B.Good (Wallin seemingly then pres AH&F)~. A few 
years later Haas again came to Willis and told, him he’d like to 
but back the interest sold by the govt., for $400,000. Willis 
again went before the AH&F board, which, after several meetings, 
decided that the R&H business did not exactly fit in with that 
of AH&F. Haas bought the interer tbback, giving notes to- cover 
the amount. Willis first said this happened in 192SO, then said- ' 
it was just a bit later than that. 

I 

Still .later Haas again came to’ Willis and said"Well, I’ve paid 
all the obligations of»f to the American Hair and Felt Co" and asked 
Willis, to continue to serve as a director. Willis did, and still 
owns a little stock. 

Willis sd,id- of -URohm ..that he married an American woman, whose 
father was a retired Army officer, a general or a colonel. 

R was a very ref ined man, ..with great civic interests, etc. 

He had been pres, of his local Chamber of Commerce. Didn’t know 
whether or not R was a member of the Nazi Party, but heard that 
he had' been reported to the party because of alleged. Jewish blod 
of his wife's mother. The Nazi’s among the workmen tried unsriueess- 
ifully to take thaplant over. R.&s. sons was kicked- out of Heidel- 
berg and his daughter, too, was chased, but of -school. R took them 
to Switzerland, where his wife soon died. R himseld died several : 
years ago, after having been "2n.it of his head for sweral years ." 

R&R controlls RPCCo., he said, and Chas . Lennig, of which he is / 
also a director 
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R&H owns "thousands of acres" of pine woods in ‘Georgia, and, 
in addition, they rent some similar land from the govt. Among 
the improvements instituted was the shading out of an overseer 
who used to ride around on horseback with a black— snake, whip and 
inflict? punishment upon Negros. / 

Said R&H worked on Plexiglas for 10 years. / 

Have had a working agreement with-A.G. . His s on-in-law has been 
in Mexico and Quba recently straightening out difficulties in 
their bur iness . IG nad neglected certain aspects of it, and 
Willis’s son-in-law, an R&H employee, was supposed to rectify 
this. • 
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Nnjaes of the Germans on the RP directorate not familiar to him. 
Doesn’t' know if :RP , is owned by H or R&H* . 

There were a number of cases put up to R&H where th^y wouldn’t 
merchandise. Much of the work on Plexiglas was done in Pittsburgh, 
he believed by Pitts. Plate Glass. He doesn’t know of royalties. 

Said Haas mustbhave had. a partnership in, R&HAG.' 

The first product R&H marketed in the US was Oropon, a substitute 
for dog manure in the tanning industry. This was soon after 1902. 
The product was made from cattle glands. 

Dr. Hollander was first their chemist and has retired to Torresdale 


